And now I'd like to intfroduce you to the most important musical device
in rock music- the:
My,
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We got a touch of this during some earlier scale work but let's go a
little deeper and really understand what a power-chord is.
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The root note is on the
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of the power-chord.
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This one is the most common shape with its ROOT (the letter name of
the chord) on the 6™ string. Although it looks simple enough, many
students find it a strain on their wrist-or at least it looks like it to me.
No worries mate!l We'll work at developing how to comfortably “grip"
this chord shape. The bottom line is that you don't want a major bend in
your wrist- be kind fo your tendons! To name the chord requires that
you know the note under your 1°' finger (we'll talk about this shortly).
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The root note is on the 5™
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The same chord shape is also commonly found with its root on the 5™
string. Notice in both cases that you are only playing 2 strings. Check
out "C Country Rock” Track 29 and listen to the sound of the power-
chords without accompaniment. (Note: you can play power-chords on
either an electric or acoustic guitar but the electric can be made to
"pump” out that raw-rock power chord sound associated with the
electric guitar).
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You will need 4 power-chords to play this tune. Here are the chords
and their names MEMORIZE, MEMORIZE, MEMORIZE!

X X XX X X XX
(14 @
(3] @
CH GH
X X XX X X X XX
|
5" Fret Q @
@

A5 F5



What!l Power-chords in a country-type tunel Well, just think of this as
opening new horizons for your musical mind. Anyway, the power-chords
ARE pretty heavy and by themselves could be from a hard rock or heavy
metal tune. It will only 'sound country’ when I add more elements to the
full tune on track 30. OPEN YOUR MITIND GRASSHOPPERI!

The 2™ part of the tune is where I apply a technique called “palm-
muting”. You "palm-mute” by resting the “karate" side of your hand over
the bridge of the guitar and right where the bridge meets the strings.
The effect is very cool and very rhythmic. Eventually you should try
playing along with this technique. It's a good ‘ol fashion rock and roll
song.

Now take a listen to the whole tune on Track 30. Track 29 is just the
power chords and Track 31 is the overall backing track.
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Palm Mute (PM) Throughout...



